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Summary of housing and homelessness figures from 
the 2026 Report on Government Services (ROGS)

Despite increased government  spending on both housing and homelessness, social 
housing stock remains stagnant, wait lists are growing, conditions are deteriorating, 
and homelessness is becoming more persistent and costly to address.

Capital 
expenditure on 
social housing has 
been increasing.1 

But despite recent investment, 
total housing stock has been 
relatively stagnant since 2017. 

1,717 
2017-2021

22,400+
households waiting  
for social housing  
in 2025 
(up 17%  
since 2022)

1,000+
Aboriginal households  
in public housing are 
living in overcrowded  
conditions

People are  
waiting longer. 4

WA has one of the lowest 
percentages of social 
housing stock in the 
country2 ... 

Overcrowding persists.5 A significant portion of 
dwellings fail basic standards 
of habitation.6

+39% +103 +17% +33% 18%
since 2023–24  in 2024–25 since 2022 from 2023–24 since 2020–21
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WA 
social 
housing 
CapEx

Greatest 
needs 
applicants

25%
since 2021

Other 
applicants Community 

Housing

Social 
housing 
as a % 
of total 
housing

Gains have not 
yet made up for 
previous losses

Social 
housing 
capital 
expenditure

Households 
waiting 
for social 
housing

Net new 
social 
housing 
dwellings

Homelessness 
services 
spending

SHS clients 
experiencing 
persistent 
homelessness

4%
2016

3.7%
2025

Homelessness

Social Housing

WA Government 
expenditure on 
homelessness 
has been 
increasing.7

But despite increased 
investment, WA per 
capita expenditure 
on homelessness is 
the third lowest in 
the country.8

Persistent homelessness 
is increasing.10 

24.8%  
Almost a quarter of all 
SHS clients in WA were 
experiencing persistent 
homelessness, an 18% 
increase since 2020-21

13% 
of Aboriginal 
clients return to 
homelessness –  
a higher rate 
(All clients 9.6%)

34%
rise in the cost of 
providing homelessness 
support since 2023-24 

$71.30  
cost per support day 
is up by more than 
30% from last year

29%  
increase in total 
support days  
from 2020-2021 

There has been a significant jump in the 
cost of providing homelessness support and 
cases are growing longer and more complex.9

1. WA capital expenditure - social housing. Source: Productivity Commission (2026) Report on Government Services, Part G: Housing and Homelessness, Table 18A.1  2. Proportion of total housing stock that is social housing. Source: 
Productivity Commission (2026) Report on Government Services, Part G: Housing and Homelessness, Table 18A.3. Total stock from ABS, Total value of dwellings, June figures. 3. Proportion of social housing across Australia. Source: 
Productivity Commission (2026) Report on Government Services, Part G: Housing and Homelessness, Table 18A.3. Total stock figures from ABS Total value of dwellings, June figures 4. Time waited, public housing, newly allocated 
households. Source: Productivity Commission (2026) Report on Government Services, Part G: Housing and Homelessness, Table 18A.28. 5. Percentage Aboriginal households living in overcrowded conditions, public housing. Source: 
Productivity Commission (2026) Report on Government Services. Part G: Housing and Homelessness, Table 18A.36 6. Percentage of dwellings meeting basic standards. Source: Productivity Commission (2026) Report on Government 
Services, Part G: Housing and Homelessness, Table 18A.42 & 18A.40 7. Total recurrent real expenditure on homelessness. Source: Productivity Commission (2026) Report on Government Services, Part G: Housing and Homelessness, 
Table 19A.1 8. Real expenditure on homelessness services per capita, across Australia. Source: Productivity Commission (2026) Report on Government Services, Part G: Housing and Homelessness, Table 19A.1 9. Recurrent cost per 
completed support period. Source: Productivity Commission (2026) Report on Government Services, Part G: Housing and Homelessness, Table 19A.20 10. : Returns to homelessness. Source: Productivity Commission (2026) Report on 
Government Services, Part G: Housing and Homelessness, Table 19A.41. 

... and it  
continues 
to fall.3 
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$64
National 
rate

Key Takeaways

1,619 
2021-2025

Public 
Housing

Public housing 
wait time for 
newly allocated 
households, 
median months


