The Housing Continuum

Focus areas for reforms

The Housing Continuum is a concept to define the various types of housing and housing support required
for people relative to their income. It outlines the types of housing options needed for people in need of
crisis accommodation, through to social housing, affordable and private rental housing and affordable
home ownership options. 11

When circumstances change in a person or family’s life their access to housing and therefore their
experience within the housing continuum can change drastically. Our housing system needs to be
responsive, and not linear in its design, so that people have a home regardless of their personal
circumstances.

Historically, the housing continuum has been regarded as a linear concept where home ownership is seen
as a goal to which all should aspire. However, home ownership is not a realistic outcome or aspiration
for all people in our community. Renting is becoming a longer-term housing option and housing choice.

Shelter WA has recommended reforms based on the housing continuum to make the system more
responsive to people’s changing circumstances and to ensure effective use of ‘housing assets’ in our
community. In particular, the program and policy responses must be more person centred, providing the
housing options needed as people’s circumstances change. These reforms and programs are outlined
throughout this submission and are supported by the evidence for why this course of action is needed.

Homelessness

Crisis
accommodation

Include social housing and other social
infrastructure as part of the new State
Infrastructure Strategy
$6M to support assertive outreach across WA
$20M per annum to
meet ERO costs

Public
housing

Community
housing

Social housing as infrastructure
Move to a housing needs register
Build 2,000 new social housing properties
Tenant Advisory Groups
to inform public housing
policy

Realign policies that
govern the community
housing sector

Housing First
Implementation
$2M per annum to support
Connections Week

Private
rental

Develop a state-wide rental
affordability scheme for
community housing providers
and institutional investors
$32M to expand the Assisted
Rental Pathways Program

Assisted home
ownership

Private home
ownership

Reform state property taxes
Community housing shared equity model

Make bond assistance available
to boarders and lodgers
Ensure boarders and lodgers
have the same protections as
other tenants under the RTA

$2M per annum into a
Transition Fund
$6M per annum to
support a By-Name list

Affordable
rental

Energy retrofits, disclosure of home energy efficiency,
introduce mandatory standards for all rental properties
Fund targeted education and retrofit programs for low income households
Audit all government land to identify opportunities to develop social and affordable housing
Review the Residential Tenancies Act 1987
Develop a community housing growth plan
Amend the Planning and Development Act to mandate a minimum 15 per cent inclusionary zoning target for social and affordable housing
Invest to support a Lived Experience Advisory Group of housing insecurity and homelessness
New financing models
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