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1. Honel essness Survey

Shelter WA is currently conducting a followup survey on honel essness in Western
Australia. The survey is part of a project that ains to nmonitor changes in the
composi tion of honel ess households in WA over tine, and to neasure the inpact of the
Governnent's response to the 2002 Report of the State Honel essness Taskforce. In
addition, Shelter WA will use the research to continue to develop its know edge of
honel essness, informits policy devel opnent work and provide a resource to agencies
concer ned about honel essness in WA

Shelter WA previously conducted surveys in June 2001, March 2002, Septenber 2002,
March 2003 and March 2004. The full report on thosse surveys is avail able at

www. shel t erwa. org. au/ publications. htm but key findings

i ncl uded:

* Children aged 14 years and bel ow have represented around one third of honel ess
people in all five surveys conducted since 2001.

* Over half of the Indigenous househol ds were single parents with children;

* Nearly 80% of non-Indi genous househol ds were single persons.

* Househol ds that stayed with friends or relatives on a tenporary basis were
predoni nately | ndi genous, whil st households that stayed al one were mainly non-
I ndi genous.

* Low inconme is a principal feature of the honel ess popul ation, with around 90% on
i ncones | ess than $400 per week.

Full findings of all five surveys are available fromthe Shelter WA website
(www. shel t erwa. org. au/ publications. htm.

If your agency wi shes to participate in the survey, please conplete one survey form
per househol d requesti ng accommodati on assi stance on Tuesday 8 March 2005. The

compl eted survey form should be returned to Shelter WA by fax or post by Tuesday 22nd
March 2004.

To help us with collating the informati on gathered fromthe survey forns, it is

i mportant to:

The survey form can be downl oaded from
wwwv. shel t erwa. or g. au/ housi ng_news. ht m

2. National Housing Conference

Shelter WA is part of the steering group for the National Housing Conference. The
Conference, entitled Building for Diversity, will be held at the Perth Convention
Centre from 26-28 COctober. At this stage, it looks |like there will be four thenes:

1. Planning and Design for Diversity



2. Meeting Diverse Housing and Soci al Needs for |ndigenous People
3. New Chal |l enges for Public and Conmunity Housi ng
4. Market and Policy Responses to changi ng Denographics

Possi bl e speakers incl ude:

Adam Sanpson from Shel ter UK,

Prof Brian Howe, ex Commonweal th M nister for Housing,

Lei l ana Farha from Canada's Nati onal Wrking G oup on Wmen and Housi ng, and
Tom Carter fromthe University of W nnipeg.
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Shelter WA is preparing a submission to LotteryWest to fund a linmted nunber of WA
housi ng consuners and reps fromrural and renote |ocations to attend the conference.
For nore information, or if you have ideas for speakers or presentations, please
contact Paul Pendergast (paul @helterwa.org.au or 08

9325 6660).

3. New Al HW Reports on the CSHA

The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare has rel eased three new reports on the
Conmonweal t h St ate Housi ng Agreenent. The reports cover the Crisis Accommopdati on
Program Hone Purchase Assistance and Private Rent Assistance. These are the first
reports under the 2003 CSHA, and report on the "summary and performance indicator data
coll ected for reporting against the CSHA national perfornmance indicator framework".

The reports find that "Annual state and territory governnent spending on assistance
wi th home purchase and private renting through the Commonweal t h- St at e Housi ng
Agreement (CSHA) prograns is up by 33% even though the nunber of househol ds receiving

assi stance has renmai ned about the same ... Approximately 191, 000 househol ds received
assistance totalling $909 nmillion for home purchase and private renting in 2003-04, up
from$686 nillion in 2002-03 for the same nunber of households." It should be noted,

however, that these figures don't include data on public and comunity housi ng.

Al'l three reports are available fromthe Al HVwebsite at
www. ai hw. gov. au/ publ i cati ons/i ndex. cf m

4. State of Australian Cities Conference

The Australian Sustainable Cities and Regi ons Network has announced that it wll
convene the 2nd State of Australian Cities conference in Brisbane. The conference wll
be hosted by the Urban Research Program (URP) at Griffith University. Conference
registration details will soon be avail able. Links, information & updates will be
provided at the URP's website:

www. gri ffith. edu.au/centre/urp

The Conference will focus on the contenporary formand structure of Australian cities.
The conference ainms to provide a focus for new urban scholarship and will bring

toget her the nost prom nent academics working in this area in Australia, together with
new researchers and others - policy nakers and practitioners - who are interested in
the Australian city.

A call for papers has been rel eased, with abstract due on 31 May and draft papers on
30 Septenber. Registration of interest in presenting a Conference paper should be sent
inthe first instance to Professor Patrick Troy

(patrick.troy@nu. edu. au) or post to: Centre for Resource and Environnental Studies
Bui l ding 43, Australian National University, ACT 0200.

5. Position Vacant: Sector Devel opnment O ficer, Shelter SA

Shelter SA, the peak housing organisation in South Australia, is |looking for a Sector
Devel opment Officer (0.6 to 0.75 FTE at SACS Level 5). Reporting to the Executive
Director, this position is dedicated to generating direct consuner engagenent in
housi ng policy devel opment, consultation and pl anning processes, and in building a
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series of branches of Shelter SA across the State.

A job description (including selection criteria is available fromww.sheltersa.asn. au
or by contacting the office on 08 8221 6488 or sheltersa@heltersa.asn.au. Deadline
for applications is 5pmon Mnday 14 March 2005.

SWA Update is Shelter WA's housing email list. SWA Update is available to associate
and full nenbers of Shelter WA and appears roughly fortnightly. By continuing
menbership of this list you confirmthat you are either a full menber of Shelter WA or
an associ ate nmenber (free of charge). Go to www shelterwa. org. au/ nenbership.htmto
view a full list of menbership options and benefits.

To renmove yourself fromthis list, please send a blank email w th Subject
"UNSUBSCRI BE" to listserv@helterwa.org. au

To subscribe to the list to to ww. shelterwa. org. au/ subscri be. ht mor send a bl ank
email with subject "SUBSCRIBE" to |istserv@helterwa.org. au

Pl ease emni|l karel @helterwa.org.au with any other queries.

Shelter WA

33 Mbore Street, East Perth WA 6004
Ph: 08 9325 6660, Fax: 08 9325 8113
Mob: 0417 295 896

Emai | : shelterwa@hel terwa. org. au
Web: www. shel terwa. org. au

To receive fortnightly updates on housing policy and research in Western Australi a,
send a blank email with subject "subscribe" to |istserv@helterwa. org. au

Thi s nmessage has been screened for viruses.



