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Policy Framework…
• Commonwealth State Housing Agreement 2003-09 

($5.2B spent)

• National Affordable Housing Agreement 09-14
($6.2B)

• State and Federal Stimulus $640 M from the 
Commonwealth, $316 M from the State. 
2600 extra houses. Approx 500 refurbished. 



Where are we now? Demand. 
Social Housing waitlist

“In December 2004, the waiting list was 
12,779. By December 2008 this had 
increased to 19,296. As of July 2010, there 
were over 24,000 households on the wait 
list with approximately 3,560 of those on 
the priority waiting list.”









More Demand
• Increased population
• Increasing single person households and increasing 

sole persons without family to support / support 
them

• Ageing population. In particular, ageing renters 
retiring and implications of ageing without housing 
wealth security. 

• Link between ageing and health services demand –
access to health care, hospital and outpatient 
treatment, + other related support is dependent on 
location, health workforce availability and transport 
services (high housing cost areas).



Where are we now? Supply
• Public housing stock declining but Community 

Housing Stock increasing

• “The size of the total social housing dwelling stock grew 
little during the 2003 CSHA, with only a 1% change 
between 30 June 2004 and 2009…public rental housing 
stock which reduced by approximately 9,000 dwellings 
(3%) in this period. Simultaneously, growth is 
observable in the mainstream community housing 
sector, which increased steadily from 31,496 dwellings at 
30 June 2005 to 41,718 dwellings at 30 June 2009.”









Social Housing Taskforce 2009
The Taskforce will provide advice to the Minister for Housing and Works on how to expand the 

supply of social housing and consider as part of its deliberations:
1. National and international models of social housing, financing and provision which may 

be applicable to Western Australia (supported by evidence which is comparable and 
reliable).

2. Strategies to increase the participation of the community housing sector, not 
for profit organisations, the private sector and local government in the provision 
of, and management of, social housing.

3. The long term role of the State within a modern social housing framework considering 
aspects including the provision of dwellings, management of tenants, management of 
waitlists, regulatory frameworks, and provider of partnership based funding.

4. Strategies to improve the optimisation and utilisation of current public housing 
stock.

5. Funding models that identify new and innovative approaches to long term sustainable 
funding including the investment of private sector capital.

6. Methodologies to underpin demand modelling and the setting of appropriate long term 
targets for the level of social housing provision.

7. Observations regarding the capacity of the public, private and community sectors to 
support the new approaches identified by the Taskforce, and ways in which this capacity 
can be enhanced, if required.



Post SHTF

• State Affordable Housing Strategy (Currently 
with Cabinet)

• Not for Profit Community Housing Growth 
Strategy (Release Imminent)



Draft State Affordable Housing Strategy 
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